
According to Minister Hogan (Dec. 15, 2022), 
the government’s proposed program is based on a model used  

in Bathurst, NB in the late 1990’s to early 2000’s.

According to Premier Higgs (Dec 28, 2022),
the interesting thing about this program is that it worked  

very well in Bathurst for, I think, 10 years. All of the statistics show 
that program worked really well.

50/50 Partial Immersion (Bathurst)
CONTEXT: Bathurst is a small city. It is officially bilingual. About 62% of 
Bathurst residents are bilingual.  French is the first language of 51.3% of its 
residents and English 48.6%, while 2.5% cited a non-official language as their 
mother tongue (Census 2016). An optional French Immersion Program started 
in Bathurst in 1974.

The 50/50 Partial Immersion
This optional program delivered 50% of instruction in French and 50% of 
instruction in English on a two-week cycle.

“French” for all (NB – Fall 2023)
CONTEXT: New Brunswick became the only formally bilingual province in 
Canada, in 1969. It is considered the second most rural region of Canada. About 
34% of New Brunswick’s residents are bilingual. English is the first language 
of 64.8% of its residents and French 32%, and the members of the province’s 
First Nation language communities represent 4%. (Statistics Canada, 2017). The 
school system has separate sectors for French and English language groups, 
and most First Nations communities also have elementary schools. In 1976, the 
provincial Official Languages Act was expanded to give all New Brunswickers 
the right to education in their official language.

The “French” for all experiment
In this mandatory experiment, “Kindergarten to Grade 1 students will spend 
half their day in “exploratory learning” in French and the other half being 
taught in English for subjects such as math, reading and writing. Subjects such 
as science and social studies could be learned in French.” (Hogan, Dec. 15, 
2022)

“Kindergarten to Grade 1 students, starting next year, would continue under the 
50-50 model throughout their primary school years.” (Hogan, Dec. 15, 2022) 
Then “exposure” to French would drop to 40% in middle school.

The goal of this “French” experiment is, according to the Minister,  
“to have students achieve a “conversational level” of French.”  
(Hogan, Dec. 15, 2022) 

“The new system will require an additional 60 educators.”  
(Hogan, Dec. 15, 2022)

Is the Higgs government’s new “French” experiment  
like the 50/50 Partial Immersion Program that was  

discontinued in Bathurst, NB years ago? 
Let’s look at some facts…

Following interviews conducted in December 2022 and January 2023,  
we have uncovered the following information:

The proposed “French for all” experiment that is planned to replace the  
Early French Immersion Program (Gr. 1) is unlike the 50/50 Partial Immersion 
Program that ran in the Bathurst area years ago. For leaders to state this is 
misleading and misinforming the public. 

THE FACTS ARE CLEAR: 
•	 Early French Immersion program (Gr.1) does not leave language learning to 

chance... it incorporates French language learning into subject learning.

•	 Early French Immersion has been proven to be a highly successful program. 
Almost 50 years of research indicates that students achieve a high level of French 
proficiency, learn various subjects as well as their peers in the non-immersion 
program, and are in no way hindered in their English language skills. 

•	 Early French Immersion (Gr. 1) graduates know how to speak, read and write in 
both Official Languages of our province and our country. 

•	 The Early French Immersion Program is a Canadian educational innovation! It has 
been exported around the world. 

•	 French immersion should be protected so that parents have the choice to offer 
access to bilingualism to their children if they consider this program best suits the 
overall needs of their children. 

What the present government is trying to fix (i.e. having all children being 
able to hold a basic conversation in French) could be made worse by acting  
on inaccurate data, anecdotes, and political agenda or interference.

Early French Immersion (Gr. 1) in New Brunswick has proven to be the most 
effective of all French Second Language programs at producing the highest 
number of bilingual graduates.

To ask that decisions be based on research is not preventing anyone from 
learning French, in fact, it is the opposite. If decisions were made based on 
research, the proposed “experiment” with children in New Brunswick would 
not even be considered given that the proposed “bain linguistique” and 
“exploratory learning of a second language” has already been proven to be 
unsuccessful.  Shameful that politicians would use their position of power  
to mislead and misinform the public on such an important issue.

	Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday

	French	 English	 French	 English	 French

	Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday

	English	 French	 English	 French	 English

CONCLUSION 
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Major subjects were taught in French and in English. Students were taught how 
to speak, read, and write in both official languages.

During the time of implementation of the 50/50 model, several Anglophones 
and Francophones were dissatisfied with the upcoming end of bilingual 
schooling. This led to implementing this model of French Immersion 
programing in the Bathurst area. For example, the following 50/50 Partial 
Immersion program was offered at Parkwood Elementary School, in Bathurst, 
NB for a few years (1980-1981) before it was discontinued.

When first implemented the Immersion classes in the Bathurst area did not 
reflect the same classroom composition of other, more anglophone areas in the 
province. The class was made up of “about one third completely English, one 
third bilingual (French/English homes)… and one third should have been in the 
French school but their parents wanted them in Immersion.”

In 1983, a court ruling on a case in the Grand Falls District determined that 
parents have the right to place their children in Francophone or Anglophone 
schools if “the child has significant competence in the language of instruction in 
the school system”. This led to French Immersion no longer being an option for 
many Francophone children.

Later, the 50/50 Partial Immersion Program was replaced by another optional 
program that offered more instruction in French: the 75/25 model. The 
“increase of instructional time was required” in a more “English setting” to 
“becoming fluent in French”.

In 1994, the 75/25 French Immersion Program, in Bathurst, was ultimately 
replaced by the Early French Immersion (Gr.1) which was uniformly offered in 
all New Brunswick’s school Districts. (Policy 309, 1994)

If you’re concerned about your child’s 
 second language learning opportunities,  

contact your MLA today –  
legnb.ca/en/members/current

Higg’s government’s untested plan



OPPORTUNITY FOR ANGLOPHONE PARENTS TO SEND 
CHILDREN IN FRENCH IMMERSION SCHOOL
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Q22. In your opinion, is it important for anglophone parents in New Brunswick to have the opportunity to send their child(ren) to a French immersion school? Do you 
think it is…
Base: All respondents (n=500)

72%

VOTING INTENTIONS
TOTAL PCNB NBLA NDPNB PANB GPNB

n= 500 67 156 46 24* 60
Important 72% 61% 88% 71% 65% 78%
Not important 16% 25% 9% 19% 24% 15%
I don't know / I prefer not to answer 13% 14% 3% 9% 11% 7%

16%

13%

Important

Not important

DNK

*Given the small number of respondents (n<30), data are presented for illustrative purposes only or are not presented at all (n<10).

SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES AMONG (IMPORTANT) :
• Respondents who think it is important to teach French in school for the province’s

future (89%);
• Respondents who think school principals should consult with parents before

making the decision to reduce hours of second language instruction (79%).

PROGRAM SUCCESS RATE
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Q24. Currently, many anglophone students are in French Immersion programs in New Brunswick schools. What student % should successfully complete the program in 
order to qualify the program as successful?
Base: All respondents (n=500)

17%

20%

24%

8%

6%

25%

94% of students succeed

84% of students succeed

74% of students succeed

64% of students succeed

54% of students succeed

I don't know / I prefer not to answer

VOTING INTENTIONS
TOTAL PCNB NBLA NDPNB PANB GPNB

n= 500 67 156 46 24* 60
94% of students succeed 17% 25% 20% 15% 6% 10%
84% of students succeed 20% 24% 16% 22% 24% 31%
74% of students succeed 24% 24% 26% 26% 27% 21%
64% of students succeed 8% 6% 9% 7% 0% 14%
54% of students succeed 6% 5% 8% 11% 5% 3%
I don't know / I prefer not to answer 25% 17% 23% 20% 39% 21%

Total
underestimed

57%

*Given the small number of respondents (n<30), data are presented for illustrative purposes only or are not presented at all (n<10).CONSULTING WITH PARENTS BEFORE MAKING 
DECISIONS 

12

Q25. In your opinion, should New Brunswick school principals who want to reduce the hours of second language instruction in schools consult with parents before 
making the decision?
Base: All respondents (n=500)

72%

VOTING INTENTIONS
TOTAL PCNB NBLA NDPNB PANB GPNB

n= 500 67 156 46 24* 60

Yes 72% 61% 83% 70% 56% 74%

No 14% 28% 10% 19% 20% 20%

I don't know / I prefer not to answer 14% 11% 7% 11% 23% 6%

14%

14%

Yes
No
DNK

*Given the small number of respondents (n<30), data are presented for illustrative purposes only or are not presented at all (n<10).

SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES AMONG :
• Respondents who think it is important that anglophone parents should have the opportunity to 

send their children in French immersion school (79%);
• Respondents who think it is important to teach French in schools for the province’s future (78%).

VOTING INTENTIONS (1/2)

5

Q8. If PROVINCIAL elections were held today, for which political party would you be most likely to vote? Would it be for…?
+
Q9. Even if you have not yet made up your mind, for which of the following political parties would you be most likely to vote? Would it be for…?
Base: All respondents (n=500)

40%

22%

15%

12%

9%

2%

Susan Holt's Liberal Party of New Brunswick

Blaine Higgs' Progressive Conservative Party of New Brunswick

David Coon's Green Party of New Brunswick

Alex White's New Democratic Party of New Brunswick

Rick Desaulniers' People's Alliance of New Brunswick

Another party

Canadian Parents for French recently commissioned  
a survey on the linguistic situation in New Brunswick. 

Some of the findings* include:

The survey was conducted among residents of  
New Brunswick and carried out by Leger, the  
argest Canadian-owned polling, market reseach  
and analytics firm.

*The full report is available in English and French from 
Canadian Parents for French New Brunswick


